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The story of migration to Australia begins with the Aboriginal people 
who arrived many thousands of years ago, and extends through the first 
European settlement, to the more than 100 000 newcomers who now 
arrive each year from all over the world. Some migrants hope to improve 
their economic position through better work opportunities, some are 
fleeing persecution and war, others are joining family members. Whatever 
the reason for their move, migrants go on to become an integral part of 
their new culture, changing and shaping it just as those who came before 
them did.

Features of this series include:
✸✸ an introduction explaining what migration is, the reasons why it occurs 

and its possible effects
✸✸ comprehensive text with either historical or contemporary photographs
✸✸ maps highlighting the countries from which migrants have come
✸✸ graphs providing statistical information on migration patterns
✸✸ fact files on significant people
✸✸ a list of print resources for further information and research
✸✸ a detailed glossary that explains new and difficult words and concepts 
✸✸ an index. 
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In 1989, the restrictions on free speech became too much 
for thousands of Chinese people, and they took part in anti-
government demonstrations in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, 
China's capital. The Chinese Government sent in the military 
to deal with the protestors. Hundreds, possibly thousands 
of protestors were killed, and the events signalled a new 
crackdown on free speech for the Chinese people.

Curriculum 
Links:

Australian Curriculum in History and 
English at Years 5–8


