
It has deep blue flowers and grows 
in alpine areas of south-eastern 
Australia, including the ACT. 

Bird emblem: 
Gang-gang cockatoo

In 1997, the gang-gang cockatoo 
(Callocephalon fimbriatum) was 
adopted as the bird emblem of the 
ACT. It is darkish grey and about the 
size of a galah.

It has a distinctive call, 
which has been compared to 
a creaking gate.

lcon: Parliament House
Parliament House is the seat of the 
Australian Government. Opened in 
1988, it was designed to blend into 
the natural shape of Capital Hill, 
overlooking Lake Burley Griffin and 
Old Parliament House.

Flag
The flag of the ACT is based on a 
design by Ivo Ostyn, a Canberra artist. 
The flag is unlike most other state and 
territory flags because it is not based 
primarily on the Australian flag, and 
it does not include the Union Jack.

City of Canberra coat of arms
The coat of arms shown on the ACT 
flag is actually the City of Canberra 
coat of arms, which was granted in 
1928. It was designed to adorn a new, 
heavy cruiser, HMAS Canberra, which 
was commissioned into the Royal 
Australian Navy in 1928. There is no 
separate ACT coat of arms.

Floral emblem: 
Royal bluebell

The royal bluebell (Wahlenbergia 
gloriosa) is the ACT floral emblem. 

Australian 
Capital Territory 
emblems

The huge flagpole of Parliament 
House stands 81 metres above 
the top of the building.

What it means
The ACT flag features the Southern Cross 
on a blue background, and a modified 
version of the City of Canberra coat of 
arms on a gold background. Blue and 
gold are the official colours of Canberra.

What it means
The City of Canberra coat of arms features a black 
and a white swan, symbolising the Aboriginal and 
European peoples, while the castle, sword and mace 
represent Canberra as a seat of power. The rose 
and crown symbolise the link to the Commonwealth. 
These meanings are emphasised in the motto, 
‘For the Queen, the Law and the People’.

State and territory emblems

The emblems of the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) are 
a flag, a coat of arms and a floral and a bird emblem.
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Commemorative Days	 978 1 4425 4051 4 
First Anzac Day	 978 1 4425 4048 4 
Symbols of Australia	 978 1 4425 4049 1 
What is an Australian Citizen?	 978 1 4425 4050 7

Project Series
New

for  
March!

Project Series
Pearson Library is offering all four hardback 
titles above with Blackline Masters and Activities 
available online at a very special price. The 
Project Series HB Pack offers vital background 
information and practical resources for study 
into this subject area and represents great value 
for money.

Project Series HB Pack	 978 1 4425 8646 8	 $115.00 firm sale

Great
Price

 $115.00!

Authors: Various
RRP: $29.95
Extent: 32 pages
Age level: 7 to 12 years
Format: 265 mm x 195 mm

Project Series tells you everything you need to know about core 
topics that shaped Australia and its history.

Features of this series include:
✸✸ clear and concise text accompanied by large contemporary  

and historical photographs
✸✸ a glossary explaining new words and phrases
✸✸ ideas for internet research
✸✸ an index.

Pearson Library
Locked Bag 507
Frenchs Forest  NSW  1640
Customer Service Phone: 02 9454 2222
Customer Service Fax: 02 9453 0093
Website: www.pearsonplaces.com.au/library.aspx
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Actual text size:
The flag of the ACT is based on a design by Ivo 
Ostyn, a Canberra artist. The flag is unlike most 
other state and territory flags because it is 
not based primarily on the Australian flag, and 
it does not include the Union Jack.

Curriculum 
Links:

Australian Curriculum in History 
and English at Years 3–6 


