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Can you imagine what life was like for convicts transported to Australia? What 
were the new colonies really like? What crimes were convicts convicted of, and 
what jobs did they end up doing in the new colonies? To answer these questions 
and more, read the Australia’s Convict Past series. 

Each title is written as a narrative from the perspective of an ex-convict, to give 
students an idea of different aspects of convict life. Although the narrator is a 
fictional character, all the primary sources used in each title and the people, 
events and places mentioned are real.

Features of this book include:
✸✸ Narrative text incorporating primary sources, including letters, diary entries, 

newspaper articles, government reports and memoirs
✸✸ 	Historical photographs
✸✸ 	Fact boxes with extra information about the text
✸✸ 	A detailed glossary explaining difficult words or concepts
✸✸ 	A ‘Find out more’ section listing print resources and where to find web links 

related to the topic
✸✸ 	An index.

Crime and Punishment PB� 978 1 7407 0546 2 

Famous and Infamous Convicts PB� 978 1 7407 0542 4 

Jobs and Industries PB� 978 1 7407 0543 1 

Penal Colonies PB� 978 1 7407 0541 7
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Your offence may have been a petty one, but the 
judges are not in the least concerned about the 
nature or extent of the crime.


